FIRC Board of Directors' Meeting

July 26, 2008 Upper Marlboro, MD

Directors Present: Jo Ann Brown, Laura Colicchio, Tony Colicchio, Pat Moore, Rich Moore, Sali Peterson 

Directors Absent: Suzi McGraw 

Members Present: none 

The meeting opened at 1:00 pm and ended at 3:30 pm. 

The president read the minutes of the April 26, 2008 meeting, and the board approved them. 

Treasurer's Report 

Jo Ann Brown gave the Treasurer's report. 

April balance: $1,866.81 

Income: $125.00 (dues - 4 new; 7 renewals) 


    185.00 (schooling show) 

Total:
     310.00

Expenses: 50.00 (Judge honorarium - Alex Pregitzer) 


     65.00 (Scholarship - Caleb private lesson with Gudmar) 

                 20.00 (Club paid assistant judge Curt Pierce's dues) 

               210.00 (New PA system) 

Total:     345.00

Current Balance: $1,831.00 

(Scholarship Fund $315) 

Membership 

Reminders about membership dues went out in December 2007 and in March 2008 by email and another in June 2008 by letter. Upon receipt of the June notice, seven people renewed. 

The Board ruled that after two notices to renew with no payment, member would be dropped from our membership log on July 1 of each year. 

Sali Peterson will assist Suzi McGraw with membership duties. 

Old Business 

Schooling Shows 

Show in May - Alex Pregitzer, Judge

Held at Sally Thorpe and Sam Castleman's farm in Thurmont, MD. There was a good turnout of riders.

Show in June - Susan Peters, Judge 

Held in East Building Arena, Virginia Horse Center, Lexington, VA 

The organizers, Virginia Gaited Jubilee, FOSH (Friends of Sound Horses) were pleased to recognize our exotic breed. The show was handled well, and riders received attractive trophies. The show went well, and the organizers asked us back. 

Clinics 

Since the Gudmar Petursson's clinic in May was such a success, we decided to try to have him back in May 2009. 

Trail Rides 

Rosaryville, MD in May lead by Tony Colicchio 

The ride began at 10:00 am with 13 riders. It threatened rain most of the day, but luckily the storm didn't hit until 3:00 - long after the ride was over. 

(We did hear Dave Goodman, while lingering over a good time, got caught in hail!) 

The Little Bennett Park trail ride in Urbana, Maryland in June was canceled. 

Drill Team 

The exhibition in Lexington, VA at the Horse Center went well. 

(We hear Tony's horse did a perfect side pass right out the gate during practice!) 

Curt Pierce sent out a list of possible dates for drill team practice this fall. 

All FIRC members are invited to participate in these practices. 

Logo Items 

Clothing 

Susan Milloy is putting in an order for clothing. She put out an email for a new order last week. 

Tote Bag 

Sali gave the club an array of choices and will pursue two items to add to the FIRC website. 

Icelandic Ambassador's Reception 

Six club members attended the Independence Day reception held in June, at the residence of the Ambassador from Iceland. There was a lot of good food!

New Business 

Shows 

Schooling Shows 

The September 6 schooling show is scheduled to be held at Dave Goodman's place in Nokesville, VA. An alternate location is available in Shenandoah Junction, WV at Suzi and Sandy's farm. 

The November 8 schooling show will be held in Thurmont, MD at Sam and Sally Castleman's farm. 

Sali Peterson asked for an Open Breed Pleasure Class for next year. 

Sanctioned Shows 

NE Gaited Horse Show, now called the Eastern Seaboard Icelandic Show, will be held in Lexington, VA from October 3-5.

Kentucky Horse Show will be held from November 21-23 in Lexington, KY.

Specialty Shows 

Washington Horse Show is October 21-26. Gudmar Petursson is scheduled to perform on five nights. Tony will check with Gudmar about the dates. Laura will look into "Barn Night" and group pass for members. We may be able to put up a book and banner and leave brochures. 

Clinics 

The next clinic is October 14-15 with Gudmar Petursson at Lynne Alfonsi's farm in Pennsylvania. The clinic is full, but there still is room for auditors and perhaps private lessons. 

Trail Rides 

September 13 - Phelps Nature Preserve, Sumerduck, VA 

Deb Gossett will lead this ride. 

October 18 – Manassas Battlefield, VA 

Jo Ann Brown will lead this ride. Last year about 16 riders participated. To rent the field to park and eat costs $125. There are only certain areas to picnic. FIRC will pay this fee. 

November 15 – Thurmont, MD 

Sam Castlemen and Sally Thorpe will lead this ride. 

Trail Ride Guidelines

The Trail Riding Committee -- Jo Ann Brown, Tony Colicchio, and Rich Moore -- is reviewing the FIRC trail ride guidelines. (Online at the club website.)

The Committee will ensure the review considers:

Having a sweep rider on each ride to ride front to back to be sure all riders are present and secure. 

Some areas have their own riding rules. The leader needs to research and pass these along before the ride. 

Rules: 

1) hard hats on trail rides 

2) no passing-especially the ride leader 

3) riders do not separate from the group and go off on their own 

4) when passing riders coming from the opposite direction, pass left shoulder to left shoulder 

Annual Members Parade/Meeting 

Parade will be on Sunday, December 14 in Charles Town, WV. Riders will meet at the Charles Town Racecourse.  The annual meeting will take place at Suzi and Sandy's nearby farm after the parade. 

FIRC Email System vs. Yahoo Group 

The Board is considering the most beneficial, efficient way of communicating with FIRC members. We maintain a FIRC member email list, adding and removing people from our roster. It may be that relying on the Yahoo group list would be more efficient. The board is looking into the question.

Joining the Yahoo Group does not require membership. However, the moderator, Susan Milloy, is requesting that each group member fill out a profile. It is important to know each other on this group and for the board to know which members are or are not members. 

USIHC Reports 

Breeding Committee Report, Sali Peterson 

The Breeding Committee is considering adding more than just one judge for evaluations. Since many members are on summer break, they will address this more thoroughly in the fall. 

Promotions Committee Report, Sali Peterson 

Kathy Love now heads the Promotions Committee. It is quiet right now. 

Website Committee Report, Rich Moore 

The new web master, Doug Smith is doing a great job of updating the site and communicating with members. 

Rescue 

A Rescue Committee is forming to refine FIRC Icelandic horse rescue guidelines and get input from members. 

The next FIRC director's meeting will be Saturday, November 1, 2008 in Catharpin, VA. 
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